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About the talk: Colombian author Manuel Zapata Olivella (1920-2004) used to present himself as a
vagabundo and refer to his profession as vagabundaje. By exploring the several meanings that these
words might evoke, this talk will show how Zapata Olivella destabilizes the conception of the Caribbean
as a fragmented space, divided-both geographical and culturally-between islands, languages, and
nations.

David Ramirez is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Modern Languages at Rhode Island
College, where he teaches courses on Latin American and Caribbean literature and culture. His current
book project, José Lezama Lima entre los antimodernos, examines Lezama's work through its connections
with a wide network of anti-modern intellectuals, journals, and publishing houses in Latin America, the

Caribbean, and Europe.



