
Good afternoon everybody, and congratulations Class of 2025!  

My name is Jacob Bower, and I am graduating today with a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and 

Linguistics. It is a tremendous honor to be here speaking to you all today, and I want to start off 

by giving a few very important thank yous.  

First and foremost, I would like to thank the wonderful faculty, TAs, and staff of the Department 

of Spanish and Portuguese for creating an incredibly welcoming and supportive space here at 

UCLA. At a school as large as this one, it can be so easy to feel lost and overwhelmed, but, as I 

am sure my peers can also attest, the instructors of our Spanish and Portuguese classes always do 

an amazing job of providing a safe space for open collaboration and discussion of the fascinating 

topics we learn about. I find that it is through these spaces that we can most deeply connect with 

both our fellow students and instructors. 

I would also like to give a special thank you to my amazing faculty mentor, Professor Ji Young 

Kim, who I am grateful to have gotten to know and learn from over the past few years. It has 

been a pleasure to work with her on the Multilingual Hispanic Speech in California project, as 

well as receive her mentorship for my independent research. Her support and encouragement to 

pursue my academic interests has been absolutely invaluable in helping me grow as both a 

student and researcher.  

Finally, I would like to thank my friends and family, especially my mom who is here today, for 

their constant support during my time here at UCLA. Without their steadfast love and 

encouragement, I would not be here today.  

The summer before my freshman year, when choosing my first-quarter classes, I came across 

Spanish M35: Spanish, Portuguese, and the Nature of Language with Professor Mateu. The title 

alone immediately piqued my interest, and I, of course, enrolled without hesitation. After taking 



and loving the class, I decided to commit to the Spanish and Linguistics major, and I am so glad I 

did. Each and every class I have taken within the department has taught me something new and 

insightful. From eating pão de queijo and brigadeiro at a potluck in the sculpture garden with my 

Portuguese conversation class to getting into costume and performing 17th century Spanish 

Golden Age plays to taking a field trip to Koreatown with classmates to take pictures of 

multilingual signage, I will forever be grateful for the memories made in my Spanish and 

Portuguese classes. I am sure that many of my peers feel the same way. 

Now, as we look towards the future, I think it important to acknowledge that we, the Class of 

2025, have gone through a lot to get to where we are today. Many of us here began our college 

journey during the COVID-19 pandemic, when day-to-day life still felt uncertain and 

unpredictable. In spite of that, and the many other challenges we’ve since faced in our 

ever-changing, ever-so-complicated world, we’ve persevered. We’ve stayed resilient in our 

pursuit of education, and today, we can see how this has paid off. Because of this, I know that we 

will move forward not only carrying the lessons we learned in our classes here at UCLA, but also 

carrying the life lessons from the challenging times we have gone through. We continue, and 

likely will continue to face challenging times politically, socially, and environmentally. During 

such times, as we have done before, we must rise to the occasion, leaning on and supporting one 

another, and continuing to persevere and stay true to our values as we do our part to help shape 

the world into the place we want it to be.  

Thank you all very much, and once again, congratulations, Class of 2025! 

 


