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Blog Post: Cherishing Moments in Spain

As | reflect on my 6 weeks in Spain, | feel incredibly grateful for all the new friends and
memories made in our travel study cohort, the wonderful TAs and professors, and the
opportunity to have experienced a small taste of what life would be like living in Spain. After
short stays in Barcelona and Madrid during the first week of the program, we spent the last 5
weeks in Granada in the south of Spain where we were able to settle into our routines.

One of our favorite spots to eat lunch or dinner was a tapas restaurant in the heart of
Granada called La Riviera. We bonded over delicious tapas, massive bocadillos (sandwiches)
for only 4 euros, and could practice our Spanish ordering food. The great thing about Granada
is that tapas are traditionally served free with a beverage!

We would also be sure to grab a coffee before siesta time, which is the midday rest/nap
period where most businesses are closed. Near the coffee shop was the kitchen for our cooking
class, which was an activity offered by the program. We learned how to make traditional
Spanish dishes, such as paella, gazpacho, and Spanish tortillas. The class was led by a
professional chef and it was a great experience for everyone. When everything was cooked, we
had a mini tasting competition between the groups. Especially after enjoying these dishes
throughout our trip, we were glad to be able to recreate them at home.



Our class this year was lucky enough to experience Spain winning the UEFA European
Championship soccer match. Soccer is a popular sport in Spain and it seemed like everyone
was watching the game in the restaurants and bars, at home, and even in the streets. Many of
us got our faces painted with a small Spanish flag with face paint provided by the restaurant.
The game was very exciting and even more thrilling when Spain won! This championship game
is only every 4 years, so we were very fortunate to witness it live in Spain. After the game, there
were parades of cars honking and swarms of people carrying Spanish flags to celebrate the
victory in the streets. The feeling of unity and pride was very special and it's a memory | will
cherish forever.




