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For my first time traveling abroad, I am so thankful that I got to spend a wonderful five
weeks of the summer exploring over nine cities in Spain, improving my Spanish, and making life
long memories with new friends. As a student in the advanced cohort, I came into this program
with an intermediate level Spanish hoping to improve my fluency and immerse myself in the
vibrant Spanish culture. I can say that after five wonderful weeks in Spain, I have not only
noticed a drastic improvement in my speaking and oral comprehension but also fully embraced
the Spanish way of life. From sharing tapas, navigating the streets of ancient towns, exploring
palaces and gardens, and singing karaoke with everyone including the TAs, I have begun to
understand how Spaniards live life to the fullest, taking their time to appreciate the world and
people around them.

Throughout this study abroad program I had the opportunity to explore over nine cities in
Spain.We first began in Barcelona, a city overflowing in creativity and energy. We had the
opportunity to explore La Sagrada familia, touring Gaudi’s La Pedrera, Park Guell, and the
Gothic Quarter. My personal highlights were the charming shops and restaurants inthe Gothic
Quarter and the whimsical and breathtaking views of Park Guell. One of the most unforgettable
nights celebrating the Feast of San Juan with the electric atmosphere of large beach parties,
bonfires, and fireworks celebrating summer solstice. It was the perfect way to set the tone for the
rest of our travels.

Next, we made our way to Madrid, where art, history, and urban life blend seamlessly.
After taking tours of the Reina Sofia and Prado Museums, my friends and I stumbled across
Parque Retiro. It instantly became one of my favorite places in Spain with its gorgeous gardens,
fountains, and glass palace hidden in the middle of the city. I also really enjoyed exploring the



Plaza Mayor and Royal Palace which was not included in our tours but a very quick walk and
definitely worth it. After just a few short days in Barcelona and Madrid, we headed home to
Granada.

For the remaining four weeks of the program, we stayed in the charming city of Granada,
a smaller city in the southern region of Andalucia, Spain. Granada is most famous for the
Alhambra which is one of the best-preserved palaces of the historic Islamic world. It was without
a doubt the coolest place I have ever seen. The intricate tilework, serene courtyards, and stunning
views were unforgettable. While settling into the Spanish lifestyle, Granada truly began to feel
like home. The friendly locals and less tourists made the city feel very welcoming. Most days
began with classes in the morning, a siesta (nap) after lunch, and exploring the city with friends
in the evenings. Most nights were spent enjoying tapas and drinks with friends, exploring the
street markets, and stumbling across restaurants or look out points with breathtaking views of the
city. My friends and I loved exploring the caves where Romani travellers lived and the birthplace
of Flamenco in the Museo del Sacromente. We even got to see a Flamenco show and have a
private dance class. One of my favorite memories was weekly Thursday karaoke night in the
Irish pub with almost the whole program and the TA’s.



Through the program we also had the opportunity to explore other cities such as Sevilla,
Zaragoza, Toledo, Cordoba and plan weekend trips with friends. Sevilla was probably my
second favorite city after Granada. As a program we got to spend one weekend in Sevilla and I
absolutely fell in love. The Plaza de Espafia with the intricate ceramic tilework and sparkling
canal was stunning. I also ate the best pizza of my life. For my two free weekends we decided to
visit Malaga and Nerja, two beach towns, near Granada. My friends and I loved relaxing on the
beach with good books, kayaking to waterfalls, and even snorkeling.
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Over the course of five unforgettable weeks, I explored cities filled with beauty, history,
and vibrant energy. This program not only gave me the chance to see some of the most
remarkable places I’ve ever visited, but also to share those moments with an incredible group of
classmates who have become close friends. I return home with a stronger grasp of Spanish,
countless memories, and a deeper appreciation for what it means to slow down and savor



moments. While saying goodbye was hard, I know I will carry the memories, friendships, and
Spanish language skills I have acquired with me in all my future adventures!



